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[Abstract] ~ This paper discusses an interpretive theory that pursues copyrightability in sports, which continues to be
an obscure issue both inside and outside Japan. Sports that contain an expressive performance using body movements
and motivated by music that are subject to evaluation are defined as “artistic sports.” This article explores the
copyrightability of such artistic sports. The results clearly show that, as long as creativity under Copyright Law can be
seen in the choreography of artistic sports, it can be legally protected by Copyright Law. Through this discourse, the
author has also developed a new judgment standard (separability of “regulated moves” and “deregulated moves”) to
ascertain the level of creativity in artistic sports. Applying this judgment standard will permit the theoretical deduction

of copyright for sports of all kinds.
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Composition
An intentionally developed and/or original arrange-
ment of all types of movements according to the
principles of musical phrase, space, pattern, and
structure.
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Interpretation of the Music
The personal, creative, and genuine translation of
the rhythm, character and content of music to move-

ment on ice.
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CHOREOGRAPHY — The creative skill of com-
posing a routine that combines artistic and technical
elements. The design and weaving together of vari-
ety and creativity of all movements.
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Guiding idea : Character

a) A composition should be developed to create a
unified artistic image or guiding idea from the begin-
ning to the end, expressed through the body and ap-
paratus movements.
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